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cramp in his limbs and stomach. He was put into a
warm bath as soon as water could be heated, and every
remedy applied, without avail ; in one hour from his
being first seized he was no more. This quick death,
added to the horrid land wind, gave me a very unfavour-
able opinion of the East Indies.

Captain Waddell, with a considerateness peculiar to him,
and in a most engaging manner had, a few days previous
to our arrival, separately invited each of his passengers to
reside with him until we could deliver our letters, and have
sufficient time to settle ourselves, and the morning we got
into the roads he offered to take me on shore in his boat,
observing he knew from my punctuality I should not keep
him waiting, which he was sure the others would, and he
therefore should not ask any other as he wanted to land
as speedily as possible. I thankfully accepted his offer,
and may without vanity add he did me justice in alluding
to my punctuality, as through life I always made it a point
correctly to keep every appointment whether of business
or pleasure, never letting any person lose his time on my
account. Immediately after breakfast therefore I left the
Plassey with Captain Waddell, in a Masulah boat, which
are constructed expressly for passing the surf that breaks
violently along the whole coast in three separate and dis-
tinct waves, the first bursting upon the shore, the second
from one hundred to one hundred and fifty yards further
out, and the third, or outer, nearly at the same distance from
the second. The effect of this surf, and the numerous
accidents that happen from it, is generally the topic of
conversation the first fortnight of a voyage out, so that
although I was in some measure prepared for it, the tre-
mendous roaring and foaming of the sea made my heart
palpitate rather quicker than in common.

The boats are formed of broad planks, literally sewed
together with the twisted fibres of bark from the cocoa
nut tree, the bottom flat, the sides straight up to a
certain height, and then inclining inwards to the upper
edge, both ends are alike except that at the stern there